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On Oct. 4 in Managua, Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze said that Moscow's
announced halt of weapons shipments to Nicaragua would continue as long as the US- backed
Nicaraguan contras refrain from attack. Shevardnadze was the highest ranking Soviet official
to visit Nicaragua. Next, the minister said President Daniel Ortega's government had agreed to
hold off seeking more Soviet weapons until after the Feb. 25 elections. In the interim, however,
said Shevardnadze, any attack by the contras could force the Soviet government to resume
weapons shipments. On the same day, the Nicaraguan government proposed an agreement among
Central American countries for establishing a reasonable balance of military forces in the region.
Information Minister Manuel Espinoza said, "The stability of the region requires maintaining an
equilibrium of forces in such a manner that the Central American countries' armed forces are aimed
at defense and nothing more." The accord would have as a prerequisite an "immediate solution to
the security problems among Central American states," said Espinoza. Shevardnadze said that the
US and the Soviet Union could offer assistance in defining military sufficiency, as well as providing
guarantees to the observance of possible ensuing accords. The minister also said that the Soviet
Union requests that the results of free and democratic elections in Nicaragua be respected by all
countries, above all by the United States, in order that Nicaragua's relations with the world are
normalized. [On Oct. 2, Shevardnadze repeated Moscow's assertion that it had unilaterally halted
arms shipments early this year. Since then, Washington has claimed that Soviet-made weapons
continue to arrive in Nicaragua through Moscow's allies, including Cuba. As the minister arrived
in Managua on Oct. 3, unidentified diplomatic sources in Cuba cited by AFP and other news
services reported that President Fidel Castro admitted ordering a shipment of Soviet-made weapons
delivered to Nicaragua. The sources said Castro did not say whether the arms were delivered with
Soviet approval. The shipment consisted of light infantry weapons which Cuba had held for a long
time. (Basic data from Notimex, AFP, 10/04/89)
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